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Senate 
The Senate met at noon and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Great God and Father, whose good-

ness lasts a lifetime, open our eyes to 
the wonders of Your grace. Help us to 
see the majesty of Your inclusive love 
to people everywhere, inspiring us to 
do Your work on Earth. 

Today, accept the gratitude of our 
lawmakers for Your generous blessings. 
Lord, keep them so dedicated to You 
that Your peace will abide in their 
hearts. May faith replace fear, truth 
conquer falsehood, and love prevail 
over hate. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Minnesota. 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
SMITH). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2022—Resumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 4350, which 
the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4350) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2022 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Reed/Inhofe modified amendment No. 3867, 

in the nature of a substitute. 
Reed amendment No. 4775 (to amendment 

No. 3867), to modify effective dates relating 
to the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
for Space Acquisition and Integration and 
the Service Acquisition Executive of the De-
partment of the Air Force for Space Systems 
and Programs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER). The Senator from 
Texas. 

BORDER SEURITY 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, back in 

September, a small little Texas border 
town, Del Rio, TX, was thrown into the 
national spotlight. This is a small town 
on the U.S.-Mexico border of 35,000 peo-
ple, and over the course of several days 
they had 15 to 20,000 Haitian migrants 
show up, camping out underneath a 
bridge. 

Migrants huddled under the bridge to 
escape triple-digit temperatures. It is 
still hot in September in Texas. And 
they had minimal access to sanitation, 
food, and clean water. The images of 

this crisis looked like they were taken 
from a Third World country, not from 
the United States of America. 

This massive surge should not have 
caught the Biden administration off 
guard. As a matter of fact, they should 
know that their policies have 
incentivized and encouraged this sort 
of influx of humanity across our bor-
der. 

Border Patrol had been asking their 
leadership for more resources as far 
back as June, but come September, 
those resources weren’t available; and 
despite the warnings, the Biden admin-
istration was completely unprepared. 

So what is the Border Patrol sup-
posed to do when you see this mass in-
flux of humanity come across the bor-
der for which the administration is 
completely unprepared in a town that 
lacks the infrastructure to deal with 
this influx? 

Well, the Border Patrol did what 
they needed to do. They were pulled off 
the front lines to provide humanitarian 
relief. But what that means is it leaves 
huge stretches of the border unpro-
tected against illegal immigration or, 
perhaps even more dangerous, illegal 
drug smuggling coming across the bor-
der. 

And the criminal organizations that 
operate these smuggling operations, 
whether they are migrants or they are 
drugs, they understand this. This is 
part of their game plan. But it is like 
they are playing three-dimensional 
chess while the U.S. Government is 
playing checkers. It is just not a fair 
fight or a fair matchup. But so far it 
has not, apparently, sunk into the 
Biden administration. 

Fortunately, we did have some orga-
nizations, like the Val Verde Border 
Humanitarian Coalition, step up to 
feed, house, and arrange transportation 
for these migrants. You could imagine 
what the challenge was just to feed 15 
to 20,000 people. There wasn’t a Porta- 
Potty to be had for 300 miles after they 
consolidated there to deal with the 
sanitation issues alone. 
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